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Hips:/isecurs ~arkofEmericn, vom myaccourts’details/deposiVpri -friendly. g 7adx=dess...
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Date Degcription Status samount R
01/05/2015 CHECKCARD 0102 USAIRWAYS 03775156163 C -317.20 5,744.62
AT_ANTA GA 24792625003246900052764-..
01/05/2015 CHECKCARD 0102 USAIRWAYS 03775156163 c -317.20 6,061.82
ATLANTA GA 24792625003246900052756...
01/02/2015  Menthly Fee for Business Advantage (s -25.95 6,379.02
Statement as of 01/01/2015 | ——
/29,2014 ECKCARD 1228 HST*Bbok.net B66-5734678 UT C -143.88 A 6,408.97
4906414362012575964221 RECURRING...
12/24/2014 CHECKCARD 1223 INO*INTELIUS.COM/SB C -19.85 6,552.85
877-893-6132 WA. .,
c -1,000.00 6,572.80

12/22/2014  Check 1013
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Proposed Amendments to the constitution

Approved By the 221st General Assembly (2014)
And recommended to the Presbyteries for their votes

A RS I

33

Y MIY YA UE

14-1. Cofession of Shall the confession of Belhar be included in the book

Belhar

of confession?
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Shall G-2.0509 of the Form of Government be amend-
14-A. Renunciationed by adding the following new paragraph at the end
of Jurisdiction of the section? [Text to be added or inserted is shown
in italic.]

“Whenever a former teaching elder has renounced juris-| 34 | 2
diction if the midst of a disciplinary proceeding as the
accused, that former teaching elder shall not be permit-
ted to perform any work, paid or volunteer, in any con-
gregation or entity under the jurisdiction of the Presby-
terian Church (U.S.A).”
14-B. Special Shall G-2.0607 be amended as follows? [Text to be de-
Committee to re-  leted is shown with strike-through; text to be added or
view the Prepara- finserted is shown in italic.]
tion for Ministry
Process and Stand- |“A candidate may not enter into negotiation for his or
ard Ordination Ex- |her service as a teaching elder without approval of the | 33
am. presbytery of care. The presbytery shall record when it
has certified a candidate ready for examination by a

B1.Finanal As- presbytery for ordination, pending a call. Evidence of
sessment readiness to begin ordered ministry as a teaching elder
shall include: 0
“a. [Text in a.—C. remains unchanged.]
“d. satisfactory grades, together with the examination
papers examination materials, together with evaluations
that declare those materials satisfactory in the areas
covered by any standard ordination examination ap-
proved by the General Assembly. Such examinations
shall be prepared and administered by a body created
by the presbyteries.”

B2. Accommoda- Shall G-2.0610 be amended as follows? [Text to be de-
tions leted is shown with strike-through; text to be added or
inserted is shown in italic.]

“G-2.0610 Exeeptions Accommodations to Particular
Circumstances

“By-a-three-fourths-vete, a presbytery When a presby-
tery concludes there are good and sufficient reasons for 0
accommodations to the particular circumstances of an
individual seeking ordination, it may, by a three-fourths
vote, waive any of the requirements for ordination in
G-2.06, except for those of G-2.0607d. If a presbytery | 35
judges that there are good and sufficient reasons why a
candidate should not be required to satisfy the re-
guirements of G-2.0607d, it shall approve by three-
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guarters vote some alternate means by which to ascer-
tain the readiness of the candidate for ministry in the
areas covered by the standard ordination examina-
tions. A full account of the reasons for exception any
waiver or alternate means to ascertain readiness shall be
included in the minutes of the presbytery and commu-
nicated to the presbytery to which an inquirer or can-
didate may be transferred.”

14-C. Child Protec- Amend the fourth paragraph of G-3.0106 as follows:

tion Policy. [Text to be added or inserted is shown in italic.]
3% | 0
“All councils shall adopt and implement a sexual mis-
conduct policy and a child protection policy.”
14-D. Minimum  Shall the second paragraph of G-3.0301 of the Form of
composition of Government be amended as follows? [Text to be added
Presbytery. or inserted is shown in italic.]
34
“The minimum composition of a presbytery is ten duly 0

constituted sessions and ten teaching elders, unless an
exception is approved by its synod and the General As-
sembly giving consideration to the responsibilities as-
signed to presbyteries in G-3-01 and G-3.03.”

14-E. Interreligious Shall G-5.0102 be amended as follows: [Text to be de-
Stance leted is shown with a strike-through; text to be added
or inserted is shown as italic?]

“The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) at all levels seeks
new-will be open to and will seek opportunities for een-
versation-and-understanding respectful dialogue and 20 | 16
mutual relationships with ren-Christian entities and
persons from other religious [entities} traditions. It does
this in the faith that the church of Jesus Christ, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, is a sign and means of God’s
intention for the wholeness of all humankind and all
creation.”

14-F.Mariage Amend W-4.9000 by striking the current text and re-
placing it with the following: [Text to be added or in-
serted is shown in italic.]

“Marriage is a gift God has given to all humankind for
the well-being of the entire human family. Marriage in-
volves a unique commitment between two people, tradi-
tionally a man and a woman, to love and support each
other for the rest of their lives. The sacrificial love that
unites the couple sustains them as faithful and responsi-

36
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ble members of the church and the wider community.

“In civil law, marriage is a contract that recognizes the
rights and obligations of the married couple in society.
In the Reformed tradition, marriage is also a covenantin| 0
which God has an active part, and which the community
of faith publicly witnesses and acknowledges.

“If they meet the requirements of the civil jurisdiction in
which they intend to marry, a couple may request that a
service of Christian marriage be conducted by a teaching
elder in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), who is au-
thorized, though not required, to act as an agent of the
civil jurisdiction in recording the marriage contract. A
couple requesting a service of Christian marriage shall
receive

instruction from the teaching elder, who may agree to
the couple’s request only if, in the judgment of the teach-
ing elder, the couple demonstrate sufficient understand-
ing of the nature of the marriage covenant and commit-
ment to living their lives together according to its values.
In making this decision, the teaching elder may seek the
counsel of the session, which has authority to permit or
deny the use of church property for a marriage service.

“The marriage service shall be conducted in a manner
appropriate to this covenant and to the forms of Re-
formed worship, under the direction of the teaching elder
and the supervision of the session (W-1.4004—-.4006). In
a service of marriage, the couple marry each other by
exchanging mutual promises. The teaching elder wit-
nesses the couple’s promises and pronounces God’s
blessing upon their union. The community of faith
pledges to support the couple in upholding their promis-
es; prayers may be offered for the couple, for the com-
munities that support them, and for all who seek to live
in faithfulness.

“A service of worship recognizing a civil marriage and
confirming it in the community of faith may be appro-
priate when requested by the couple. The service will be
similar to the marriage service except that the statements
made shall reflect the fact that the couple is already mar-
ried to one another according to the laws of the civil ju-
risdiction.”

“Nothing herein shall compel a teaching elder to per-
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form nor compel a session to authorize the use of church
property for a marriage service that the teaching elder or
the session believes is contrary to the teaching elder’s or
the session’s discernment of the Holy Spirit and their
understanding of the Word of God.”
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